





Ready for High School

Junior High Class of 2024

Junior High School Awards
The Reverend Monsignor Thomas J. Earley Award for

Religious Studies . ... Carson Bolding
Language Arts Award. . ........oooiiiiiiiiiinininnon.. Justin Bhardwaj
Mathematics Award . .........ooiiiiii i Griffin Ripley
Music Award. . ...t Frank Carmona
Physical Education Award.............cooiiiiiiii... Braedon Cagle
Social Studies Award .......... .. Owen Mazzuca
Science Award ......... ...l Gabriel Colon
Foreign Language Award.............c.ooiiiiiiiian... Jonah Martinez
Brother Charles McManus Award for Scholarship,

Leadership, Fellowship and Sportsmanship ............ Quinton Pifia
Father Vic Farrell Scholarship ............... ... ... ... Diego Sullivan
Palma Investor Club Award. .............. oo Frank Gallegos
Palma Investor Club Award.............................. Miguel Hernandez
Gerald D. Flowers Gold Chieftain Scholarship Award

for Service . ..ovuv i Owen Mazzuca
Blessed Edmund Rice Scholarship........................ Justin Bhardwaj
Blessed Edmund Rice Scholarship........................ Gabriel Colon
Blessed Edmund Rice Scholarship........................ Thomas Mazzei
Blessed Edmund Rice Scholarship........................ Owen Mazzuca
Blessed Edmund Rice Scholarship........................ Quinton Pifia
Blessed Edmund Rice Scholarship........................ Griffin Ripley
Blessed Edmund Rice Scholarship........................ Matheo Sanchez
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Moving on

High School Graduation 2024

High School Awards

Monsignor Thomas J. Earley Gold Medal for Scholastic Proficiency:
Valedictorian . ....covivnii i Nicolas Veliz IV
Salutatorian . ..ottt Thomas Ducker

Jaden Soliz
Thomas Ducker
Roberto De Leén
Nicholas Bengard
Roberto De Le6én

Palma Gold Medal in Theology. ............c.oooiiiniin...
Palma Gold Medalin English ........... ... ... ...
Palma Gold Medal in Social Studies .........................
Palma Gold Medal in Mathematics..........................
Palma Gold Medal in Foreign Language. .....................

Palma Gold Medal in Science ................... .. ... Timothy Youssef
Palma Gold Medal in Fine Arts ...............coooiiiiin... Timothy Slater
Palma Gold Medalin Music ..o, Nicholas Bengard
Palma Loyalty Award ........... ... . ..o i Tyler Cina

Palma Leadership Award ........... ..., Roberto De Le6n

Principal’s Leadership Award . ............ ... ... Thomas Ducker

Monroe Award for Proficiency in Mathematics ............... Timothy Youssef
Br. Martin D. Cunningham Award for Excellence in English. ... Roberto De Le6n
Br. Charles J. Avendano Award for Excellence

in Social Studies and Service.......... ... il Anmol Ghuman
Christopher Hitchcock Inspirational Science Award. .......... Anmol Ghuman
W.H. “Hank” Muller Outstanding Scholar Athlete Award . ... ..
Br. M.L. Crumlish Athlete of the Year Award .................

Golden Rule Leadership Award ............c.cooviiiiia...

Thomas Ducker
Logan Saldate
Jaden Soliz

32

PALMA SCHOOL TODAY 2023-24

831.422.6391



palmaschool.org PALMA SCHOOL TODAY 2023-24




Competing on another level:

Palma Ath-lumni

Professional-Level Chieftains

Courtesy of SFGate.com

David Esquer ’83* Joe Walsh ’85 Tony Hill 98 EJ Rowland ’01
Stanford University Arizona Diamondbacks University of Florida ~ PLK GTK Gliwice
Head Baseball Coach Senior Vice President Assoc. Dir, Sports Health, Football ~ Guard

§

§
Brian Reader ’07 Noah Allen Jamaree Bouyea’17 Drew Dalman’17
University of Louisville = ARG-1 Comumcaczones San Antonio Spurs Atlanta Falcons
Offense Quality Control Guard / Forward Guard Inside Offensive Line

Chieftains in the Pros

Chris Dalman ’88,* San Francisco 49ers

Michael Gasperson ’00, Philadelphia Eagles

Elliot Vallejo ’02, Arizona Cardinals, Oakland Raiders
Orlando Johnson ’07,* Indiana Pacers, Sacramento Kings
David Fales ’09,* Chicago Bears, Miami Dolphins

Austin Wahl ’13, Oakland Athletics

Michael Carrizosa ’13 XFL Las Vegas Vipers

Mitch Kidd ’14, Fan Controlled Football

*SV Sports Hall of Fame and/or Palma School Hall of Fame
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Collegiate

Athlete
Chieftains

N\

Jon Jon Berring 20 Ethan Pavlet '20 JT Amaral 21

Santa Clara University UC Berkeley University of San Francisco
BASEBALL SCHOLARSHIP BASEBALL SCHOLARSHIP

Guy Bessey 21 Noah Puleaii 21 Zach Thompson ’21 JoJo Cardinale 22
Montana Tech UCLA Campbell University College of San Mateo

FOOTBALL FOOTBALL SCHOLARSHIP WRESTLING SCHOLARSHIP BASEBALL

\I ) /./

- . 7 [ = = " v |
Joe Flnley 22 Gavin Ducker’ 22 Misha Lomboy "22 Luke Rossi 22

Stephen F. Austin State Univ. William & Mary University Michigan State University College of San Mateo

FOOTBALL BASEBALL SCHOLARSHIP WRESTLING SCHOLARSHIP BASEBALL

Evan Russo '23 - Kevm Chen’ 23 _ JC Escutia’23 JoJo Andrade ’23

Menlo College Menlo College Menlo College Simpson University
GOLF SCHOLARSHIP GOLF SCHOLARSHIP WRESTLING SCHOLARSHIP WRESTLING SCHOLARSHIP
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Making their mark:

Ath-lumni Sports Shorts

Joe Walsh ’85 is in his sixth
season as the Senior Vice
President of People & Culture for
the Arizona Diamondbacks, his
10th in Major League Baseball and
his 23rd in the professional sports
industry. In his role, Walsh
oversees all people-related
responsibilities for the D-backs

including culture, leadership

development, talent acquisition,
retention, team-player relations, total rewards,

organizational development, wellness, HRIS and payroll.

NBA guard/forward Orlando
Johnson ’07 and NFL quarterback
David Fales ’09 were inducted into
the Salinas Valley Hall of Fame
in March. Johnson, the first
Monterey County player to
be drafted in the NBA (by the
Sacramento Kings in 2012),
spent parts of three seasons with
five different NBA teams before embarking
on a career in Europe. Fales was drafted by
the Chicago Bears in the sixth round in
2014 and played six seasons in the NFL.
He also set several records in two
§ seasons at San Jose State.

David Fales 09 launched a new career as an analyst on

the San Jose State football radio broadcasts. He joined

radio veteran Kevin Richardson on the Spartan Radio
Network on KTRB (860 AM).

Noah Allen ’13 is playing professional basketball in
Mexico, playing for Libertadores, where he is averaging 14
minutes a night shooting 58.3% from the field. Allen, who
spent time in the G-League with the Washington Wizards
affiliate and a summer with the Golden State Warriors
Summer League team, has played professionally in four

different countries.

Sports Illustrator wrote of Drew Dalman ’17: “Atlanta

Falcons center Drew Dalman was revealed to be the team’s
most improved player. ‘Not many foreshadowed that
Dalman, in his third NFL season, would be among the

league’s best centers, Yard Barker wrote. ‘He ranked third

among centers in PFF grade, largely because of his run-

N. &

”

blocking prowess (90.0).” The article

concludes, “Last season may have been a
disappointment for the team, but Dalman’s
improvement provides optimism for the

future in Atlanta”

JonJon Berring *20 finished the regular
season for the Santa Clara University
Broncos batting .327 in what sports
writer John Devine called “a most- |
valuable-player type college baseball ¢ N

season.
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Continuing the tradition:

Palma Hall of Fame '24

Ron Critchfield Greg Lane ’88 Tony Rossi 66
Congratulations Ron Critchfield Basketball coach from 1966 to 2002 without a losing season. Earned
14 league, four Region IV and three CCS championships. Overall record of 485-157.
to the 2024

Joey Dansby ’88 Wrestler winning league and CCS titles plus two-time CIF States,
three-time PAC-10 medalist at Cal Poly SLO, three-time olympic qualifier, five-time coach of
the Palma Hall the year at Cuesta College, inducted into California Wrestling Hall of Fame.

inductees into

of Fame on Nate Holaday ’68 Basketball with runs of 20-8 and 20-3 his junior and senior years
leading the team in scoring, rebounding and shooting percentage.
February 10th.

Greg Lane ’88 Three-sport athlete: football, basketball, track. Played football at
Hartnell and Washburn University. Returned to Palma as jumping coach.
Click for the full story.

at palmaalumni.org Tony Rossi ’66 Four-year Chieftain football, 33 years Chieftain football assistant line

coach. Palma won 23 league and 13 CCS championships during his tenure.

Steven Zenk ’92, Marc Matock 94, David Sargenti '93, Todd McRae '93. Front: Coach John Amaral ‘67, Robert Long 92,
Ken Young 92, Matt Amaral '92, Chad Amaral ’92, Josh Short '93, Mike Baclig 92, Casey Kelly 93, Coach Bob Burlison ’74.
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Tradition reaches through the decades

Chieftain Senior Legacies

Three Generation Legacies

Gavin Martinez’24  David Martinez’87 Manuel Martinez '66

Thomas Nunes '24 Tommy Nunes 95 Tom Nunes 69

Two Generation Legacies

Blake Andersen’24  Lydia Lavorato 57

Nlcholas Bengard’24  Tom Bengard '87 ”':1 Nicolas Veliz IV 24 Nick Veliz II1°'95

Drew Molinari 24 Perry Molinari ’83

Ryan Guerra 24 Jeff Guerra’92 Lukas Zanger'24 Gene Zanger ‘80
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Red and gold, young and...younger:

Alumni Update .oimes

1961

Six classmates from the class of
1961 got together for lunch at Dofia
Esther’s in San Juan Bautista. They
had a fun time catching up! Around
the table (I-r): Sarah Herbert,
Jeanette Avila Schneider, Diane
Tara Stein, Marleen Armanini
Lagattuta, Jim Storm, Dan
Sahagun, Jim Scattini, Barbara
DeLuna Lazarotti, Yvette
Casamayou Benson, Vivian
Brisbine Medina, Jean Ferrasci
Steinbruner, and Angie Sahagun
Vasquez.

1964

Lifelong Friends

Trish (Cling) Pearce and Alice (Richardson)
Wilson, both members of the class of 1964,
were part of a historic group of graduates. They

were the last co-ed class to graduate from Palma
before it became an all-boys school. Trish, as

the Head Cheerleader, and Alice, an ASB
representative, were both highly involved and
influential members of their class. They were
known for their school spirit and leadership, and
their impact on the school was felt long after
they graduated. Trish and Alice are thrilled that
their granddaughters will have the opportunity
to attend the school that is so dear to their
hearts. They know that their granddaughters
will be able to experience the same sense of
community and tradition that they did. They are
also eager for their granddaughters to be a part
of the Palma family, a tight-knit group of alumni
who continue to support and stay connected to

the school, even after graduation.
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After retiring from a federal law
enforcement career John Moccia wrote
for a TV series and currently writes
crime novels. Two of them, PERP WALK
and CRAPPED OUT,
were released in UG Aistony
2023 and are available through i
Amazon. His other books can be

Moccig

seen on his website: Pﬁm

johnanthonymoccia.com w ﬂ i H

1974

Members of the class of 1974 meet once a month for a
class meeting. Pictured: Pete Gnosca, Chris Brigantino,
Henry Dill, Jim Linder, Joe Zanger, Matt Zazueta,
Terry Tognietti, Joe Given, and Dave Johnson.

Palma alumni are invited to stay in touch —

we’d love to hear from you. Email alumni@
palmaschool.org. And, find current news about fellow
Chieftains and reunions at palmaalumni.org

1976

This past November, Western Growers presented the
2023 Award of Honor to D’Arrigo Bros. Co., of California
CEO, President and Chairman of the Board, John
D’Arrigo. The Award of Honor is Western Growers’
highest recognition of achievement and is given to
individuals who have contributed extensively to the
agricultural community. Upon receiving his award, John
spoke about the future of agriculture and the role that
D’Arrigo Brothers will have in that future: “Innovation is
key for me. My goal for the future of our company and
industry is to continue to encourage mechanization and
automation research. We are developing valuable skills for
our employees by taking the initiative to provide in-house
training and education on new technologies and how to
operate the next generation of mechanized and

automated equipment in our ag industry.”

1987

Bill Elbert is
captain of the
Solano County
Sheriff’s Office.
He graduated from
Sacramento State
with a BS in
Physiology.
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Brian Atwell writes: “My oldest son Jordan graduated
from LMU in May of 2022 and now works in L.A. My

younger son Dominic has one year left at LMU. Both are

all-conference lacrosse players with creative minds. My
wife Janelle is the rock of the family and keeps us three;
in check. I set and put out fires. Currently working on a
new Campus Media platform that has lots of promise.
Have had the honor of working with many talented people
in the marketing industry which leads me to highlight the
importance of business and personal mentors. Seek them
out and your road to success will have fewer hurdles.
Loved Palma HS days. Great school.”

I T R

I

1

Class of 1987 and 1988 Reunion
The two classes combined their reunions and held it at Odonata Winery. It was a fun-filled evening enjoying each other’s

company and reminiscing about the good old days. Pictured (I -r): MaryJo (Crannel) Moore ’87, Laura Owen ’87, Tami
Cho ’87, Reno DiTullio ’88, Derek Seelig ’87, Keith Sheppard ’87, John Carr ’87, Stephen Souza ‘88, Sally Cruz
’87, Kevin Christiansen 87, Marcus Lewtschuk ’87, Marie (Martinez) Spencer ’87, Rosie (Martinez) Clark ’87,
Jason Smith ’87, Kathy Beretta ’87, Tanya Mills ’88, Isabel Arista 88, Abe Lincoln ’88, Greg Beardsley ’87, Mandy
(Rodriguez) Lebow ’87, Christina (Paluck) Gieg ’87, Chris Dalman ’88, Lauren Kerr 87, CC Salmina ’87, Lori
Caldeira ’87, Patrice (Donahue) Fontes ’87, Vicki (Flowers) Cooper ’87, and Venus (Agbanawag) Bolosan ’87.
Attending but not pictured: Karen Vonnegut ’87, Lisa Baehr ’87, Erin Blair 88, John Davidson ’87, and John
Amaral ’87.
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Coach Paul MacDonald Alumni Softball Game
On Saturday, April 6, 2024, baseball alumni gathered for the second Annual Coach Paul MacDonald Alumni Softball Game.

Generations of alumni spanning from the 1970s to the 2000s were present, including Coach Mac’s former teammates,

members from his first and last teams, and those from the 2009 CCS Championship, which celebrated its 15th anniversary

this year. Everyone had a great time, and they are planning to come back again next year, so be sure to stay tuned for the

next date. Go Chieftains! Pictured: Markus Lewschuk ’87, Eric Esquer ’87, Jim Bass ’88, Danny Carnazzo ’17,
Gregory Salazar ’12, Jacob Naval ’09, Michael Valentin ’11, Chris Dalman ’88, Pat McDonough ’86, Joey Flores
’85, Coach Mac ’70, Marty Lawrence ’84, Shawn Wilson ’85, Todd Guzik ’80, Ed Pearce ’70, Shawn Cassidy ’70,
Rick Gutierrez ’71, Dan Carnazzo ’87, Flo Flores ’79, Scott McCulligan ’87, Phil Giammanco ’87, John Pezzini ’78,
and Coach Tim Vanoli ’78. Not pictured: Coach Brian Neff ’96.
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Alumni Faculty
Palma alumni made up more
than fifty percent of the
2023-24 faculty.

Front Row:

Brian Neff 96

Nick La Fountain ’98
Willie Beesley ’86
Rob Viarengo ’86
Nick Sterrett 04
Chris Dalman ’88
Matt Thorup ’06
Jorge Rico ’08

Jeff Carnazzo ’85
Back Row:

Nick Noroian ’02
Raul Rico ’03

John Gnosca ’14
Isaiah Jimenez ’08
Tim Martinez ’89
Phil Giammanco ’87
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Alumni Basketball Game

On November 25, 2023, we had a
great turnout of alumni, including
former players, their families, and
friends who cheered for them.
Pictured: Coach Kelley Lopez ’01,
Dennis Torres 09, Logan Guerini
’23, Prabhjot Singh ’20, Julian
Torres ’20, Tyler Whitehead ’20,
Alex Vasquez ’20, Wyatt Maker
’16, Adrian Suniga ’20, Feras
Masarweh 20, Josh Keselica 16,
Ethan Pavlet ’20, Ryan Roggio ’22,
Eric Roggio "18 (not pictured)
Robert Galli ’23.

Coach Costa Memorial Golf Tournament

The Coach Costa Memorial Golf Tournament
brought out alumni from a handful of decades.
Thank you to all of our alumni who came out and
supported the Coach Norm Costa Memorial
Scholarship on Monday, July 31, 2023, at the Club
at Pasadera. Pictured: Team Pacific International
Marketing - Alumni include: David Johnson ’75,
Larry Larronde ’75, Vinny Caudill ’18, and
Chris Dalman ’88.

Inaugural Alumni Flag

Football Game

The football season was kicked off
by bringing our alumni back for a
flag football game. What a great
way to end our annual Red & Gold
Family Day. Go Chieftains! Pictured:
Kasey Mena 22, JC Escutia ’23,
Brian Neff ’96, Misha Lomboy
’22, Luke Rossi ’22, Jeff
Carnazzo ’85, Salvatore Lagana
’22, Luke Alvarez ’22, Colton
Amaral ’22, Nate Jean-Pierre
’22, Nick Noroian ’02, and
Brandon Villar ’12.
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1997

Dr. Jeffrey Parola — a composer, organist, conductor,
and teacher — received the Distinguished Alumnus in the
Arts Award at the 2023 Hartnell College Arts Gala on
November 18, 2023. For more information on Jeffrey,

click here.

{ DR. JEFFREY PAROLA I

Distinguished Alumnus in the Arts
) 't';‘.!

Palma School Board of Directors Chair, Eric Mueller ’01,
Admissions Director, Raul Rico ’03 and board member
Joseph Melo ’03 attended the President’s Reception,
which is held for $2,500+ annual donors and members of
the Palma School board.

Palma alumni are invited to stay in touch —

we’d love to hear from you. Email alumni@
palmaschool.org. And, find current news about fellow
Chieftains and reunions at palmaalumni.org

2011

Devin Thomas, a proud Palma School alumnus from

the class of 2011, has recently achieved a significant
milestone in his filmmaking career. After graduating from
the Los Angeles Film School in 2015, he self-financed,
wrote, directed, produced, and photographed his debut
feature film, Peninsula Nights. Premiering in Pacific Grove
at Lighthouse Cinema on June 8th, the film is in
consideration for more than 30 film festivals nationally
and internationally. Devin’s journey exemplifies Palma’s
dedication to fostering excellence, creativity, and passion
in its students. Peninsula Nights will be on major

streaming platforms later this year.
CLICK TO VIEW THE OFFICIAL TRAILER
CLICK FOR TICKETS AT LIGHTHOUSE CINEMA

PENINSULA
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https://www.lighthousecinema4events.com/peninsula-nights-theatrical-release

2016
Jared Cook (second from left) was honored with the Star
of Life Award. This award “honors the accomplishments

of EMS personnel across the state who provide exemplary

lifesaving care to adult and pediatric patients.”

2017

Matt Mercurio (left) received the Jake Nevin Award —
presented to the Villanova University student-athletes
who excel in character and integrity on the field and in

the classroom.

2019

In May 2023, Declan Grant graduated summa cum laude
from Curry College School of Nursing with his Bachelor of
Science. Upon graduation, he chose to make Connecticut
home working at Griffin Hospital. Declan is a member of

Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing.

STUDENT CASE
STUDY COMPETITION

wesssee UNFI

M TOIE | Maiainig 0 Competave fige

2020

Jack Busch was part of a four-person student team that
took second place at the National Grocers Association
student case study competition at the National Grocers
Association Show in Las Vegas. The team strategized on
maintaining a competitive edge in a rapidly evolving
market with insights into fresh categories, digital

integration and future differentiation.

2021

The University of San Diego’s Biochemistry Department
chose Shane Olszanowski to present his medical
research on surgery at a San Antonio conference. Shane

is studying medicine with a specific focus on surgery.

MORIAM

April 17, 2024
January 27, 2024
October 23, 2023
November 28, 2023
March 16, 2024
December 24, 2023
December 17, 2023
February 24, 2024

=

I'N M

1955 Richard Bass

1956 Gerald Garehime

1960 Dorothy (Kearney) Cantrell
1962 Margie (Ferrasci) Fanoe
7965 Michael Benoit

7966 Robert Zwingman

1969 Paul Johnson

1973 James Scarper

1980 Nicholas Haro May 26, 2024
1980 Art Lopez January 20, 2024
1999 Tim Hayes 2023

2014 Jeremy Gallegos-Smith March 24, 2024
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If this issue of Palma School Today is addressed to your son who no longer
maintains a permanent address at your home, please help us update our
records by calling the Alumni Relations office (831) 422-2309 or email the
correct address to alumni@palmaschool.org. Thank you.

Despite maintaining one of the lowest tuitions in our area, a Palma education is still out of reach for some families.
Palma provides so much more than academics. It’s where students connect with God, their teachers and with each
other. It’s where camaraderie makes peer pressure a good thing. And, it’s where leadership, character and
confidence are modeled every day. Your donation ensures Palma is attainable for every deserving student.

YOUR THOUGHTFUL GIFT DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

The impact of your gift:
} Tuition Assistance — turns aspirations into possibilities
} Innovative Curriculum — inspires unique academic, service and leadership opportunities

} Christ-Centered Education — prepares young people to live fulfilling lives with character

Make your gift to ONLINE GIVING IS

The Palma Fund CONVENIENT AND SECURE DONATE



https://www.palmaschool.org/gifts



